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to pass through Mesopotamia incognito to Basrah.
The second said that the announcement of the
impending return of Sir Percy Cox would be made
on about the i8th June, at the end of the month
of Ramadhan. It would doubtless evoke lively pro-
tests from the Extremists who would demand com-
plete independence, and further demonstrations
might be engineered. To meet this possibility.
Colonel Wilson suggested the despatch of a deputa-
tion of not more than eight Iraqis to England to lay
their views before Mr, Montagu. This was as far as
he thought we should go in the direction of concilia-
tion, and he would then feel himself strong enough
to take drastic action against the irreconcilables.
The third telegram was more sensational. It
attributed the present position principally to the
reduction of the garrison and the withdrawal of
experienced officers and their absence on leave, and
contained the following passages ;
" Whilst acting in accordance with the spirit, and
so far as may be with the letter of the mandate, we
cannot maintain our position as mandatory by a
policy of conciliation of extremists. Having set our
hand to the task of regenerating the internal Govern-
ment, we must be prepared to furnish alike men and
money and to maintain continuity of control for years
to come. We must be prepared, regardless of the
League of Nations, to go yerjr slowly with consti-
tutional or democratic institutions, the application
of which to Eastern countries has been attempted
of late years with such little degree of success. If
His Majesty's Government regard such a policy as
impracticable or beyond our strength (as well they
may) I submit that they would do better to face the
alternative, formidable and, from the local point of
view, terrible as it is, and evacuate Mesopotamia/'

